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ABSTRACT 
Recently, global education and global citizenship for social 
transformation addresses the issues of friendly and peacefully co-
existence of our time. The roots to challenge bias prejudice and creating 
classroom environments that reflects the students’ culture for national 
cooperation lies in multiculturalism. Multicultural education is a system 
of instruction which attempts to enhance cultural pluralism and 
acknowledges the differences between race and culture in order to 
promote societal change and orderliness. Nigeria is a multilingual and 
multicultural state with about 513 languages, and since social studies 
was introduced to be taught in all schools to foster unity, therefore 
introduction of multicultural approach with the teaching and learning of 
social studies will ensure effective socialization and transformative 
education in Nigeria. This paper therefore brings to light the fact that 
multicultural education with the teaching and learning social studies is 
relevance because of the diversity of students in our schools today. This 
study outlined strategies which can be used in helping students from 
diverse racial, cultural, ethnic and language groups to experience 
academic success. While academic knowledge and skills are essential to 
develop knowledge, attitudes and skills necessary to interact positively 
in our diverse nation with multicultural approach. A commitment by 
educators to multicultural education will bring us closer to this goal. 
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Introduction 
The importance of multicultural education for teachers in the 
educational context has been long established (Malin 1999, Campbell, 
2000). Over the years there have been a range of approaches and these 
tend to fall into two main strategies: those that focus on multicultural 
understanding (Ponterotto and Pedersen, 1993) and those that 
promote pro-diversity and anti racism. Within the context of the unit 
diversity in educational settings (Campbell, 2000), the approach 
provided a school-based scenario through which teachers could explore 
issues surrounding the teaching of culturally diverse students in 
educational setting. 
 Bank (2008) used five dimensions of multicultural education to 
describe the field. These are content integration, the knowledge 
construction process, prejudice reduction, and an equity pedagogy, and 
an empowering school culture and social structure. He explained 
context integration in relation to teachers ‘use of examples, data and 
information from a variety of cultures and groups to illustrate the key 
concepts, principles, generalizations and theories in their subject or 
discipline. 
 The knowledge construction process, according to Bank (2008) 
encompasses the procedures by which social, behavioural and natural 
scientists create knowledge in their disciplines. In the multicultural 
context, this includes discussion of the ways in which a discipline 
influences the construction of knowledge. This is an important aspect 
of multicultural teaching. It requires teachers to help students to 
understand how knowledge is created and how it is influenced by 
factors of race, ethnicity, gender and social class. 
 
Conceptual Clarification 
 
Multiculturalism 
Multiculturalism is the process of co-existing cultures that interrelate 
and influence one another and yet remain distinct, sustainable, 
paradotical or even desirable (Trotman 2002). It is a fairer system that 
allows people to truly express who they are within a society that is 
more tolerant and that adapts better to social issues. Trotman (2002) 
argues that multiculturalism is valuable because it uses several 
disciplines to highlight neglected aspects of social history, particularly 
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the histories of women and minorities and promotes respect for the 
dignity of the lives and voices of the forgotten. By closing gaps, by 
raising consciousness about the past, multiculturalism tries to restore a 
sense of wholeness in a post modern era that fragments human life and 
thought (Modood 2007). 
 Multiculturalism implies a formula for multiple skills, enabling 
people to use one culture to understand the others. Children grow into 
a cultural element like language. This involves encoding a child with the 
mother and father tongue and culture through brain washing. Unless 
there is conscious effort to equip children with appropriate information 
on the stock of culture they have come to acquire, they may not even 
know their own culture since cultural skills are not the same as cultural 
knowledge. But, until they know their own culture, it would be difficult 
to develop their interest in other peoples’ culture. This calls for 
knowledge of deeper aspect of culture, deep culture, which is rarely 
understood from the inside and are better appreciated from the 
outside (Galtung 2003). Hence, intercultural education calls for 
appreciating and accommodating other cultures from a deep 
understanding of own culture. 
 Andrew (2002) distinguishes two forms of multiculturalism, 
descriptive and normative. Descriptive refers to cultural diversity while 
normative implies a positive endorsement, even celebration of 
communal diversity, typically based on either the right of different 
groups to respect and recognize, or to the alleged benefits to the larger 
society of moral and cultural diversity. 
 
Social Studies  
Kissock (1981) posits that social studies could be seen in twenty seven 
perspectives. It can be perceived fro the point of it source of materials, 
contents, methodology, goals and purpose of the discipline. Sebiomo 
(2008) quoting Omoshein (2000) submit that social studies is a “distinct 
integrated  single subject that attempt to study virtually the totality of 
man’s existence on earth purposely to encourage learners to acquire 
knowledge, skills and values needed for understanding  and coping with 
various problems confronting man in the course of his survival.   

In the same vein, Jarolimele (1971) quoted by Babarinsa (2004) 
described social studies as the subject that help young people to 
develop competences that will enable them to deal and to some extend 
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manage the physical and social force of the world in which they live.  
These descriptions show that social studies are an integrative subject 
which emphasize on human beings and their relationship with their 
environments. The objectives of social studies are to promote 
acquisition of skills and knowledge, inculcation of positive value, 
attitudes and socialization process of the learners and the society.                    
In view of this, Aina Adeoyin Obbilo and Ahmadu (1982) stated that 
these objectives were develop to solve specific and national problems 
from primary to higher school levels.  
 
Objectives of Multicultural Education 
Ajayi Dopemu (1984) highlighted the objectives of multicultural 
education as follows: 

- The development of a concept of self worth of each cultural 
group. 

- The development of concept of person, humanness, 
interdependence, culture, ethnic, race, society, right, needs and 
wants. 

- Awareness of prejudice, stereo typing, racism (and tribalism in 
Nigeria context). 

- An understanding of what curses harm to people.  
- The development of the abilities and disposition to reason well. 

 
Types of Multicultural Education Program 
Hanley (2002) divides multicultural education into three different 
categories: 

1. Content Focused: The overall objective is to include subject 
matter in the curriculum about various cultural groups in order 
to enhance students’ knowledge about these groups. Content 
may include holiday, celebration, recognizing, heroes focusing 
on achievement of women and minorities. 

2. Student Focus: Here programs are specifically designed to 
address the academic needs of defined group of students. 
Usually minority, Students focus programs can take many funds 
including effort to draw on culturally -based learning styles and 
bi lingual programs.  

3. Socially Focus: These programs seek to reduce bias and 
increase cultural and racial tolerance. Also programs are 
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designed to increase contact among different races and 
cultures and teachers who are members of minority 
encouraged.  

 Educators make effort to integrate other perspectives into the 
curriculum by celebrating cultural holidays and highlighting 
famous individual from non-dominants groups. All these 
activities draw attention to the fact that the society is shaped 
by multiple perspectives. 

 
The Need for a Multicultural Curriculum in Social Studies Program 

- To prepare student for diverse work places and multicultural 
environment. 

- To express biases, stereo types and politics that can restrict 
achievement. 

- Content is fair, accurate and inclusive. 
- Accommodate diverse teaching and learning styles for teachers 

and students. 
- Helps students, faculty and staff to become advocate of 

multicultural awareness. 
- Expanding curriculum to include a variety of different groups. 
- To provide student with a more wholistic understanding of 

subject area. 
Class rooms today are becoming increasingly diverse. Teachers 

must consider not only race and ethnicity, both also issues such as 
gender, substance abuse, homo phobia, teen pregnancy and 
homelessness.  
 
Multicultural Education and Social Studies Education 
Social studies teaching, at all levels of education, places great emphasis 
on integrated learning like multicultural learning, social studies 
curriculum draws its content materials from older school field such as 
Geography, History, Economics and Political science for achieving a 
knowledge synthesis. Thus, the philosophical bases of integrated 
learning seems to naturally unite social studies and multicultural 
education (Ogunjimi 2006).  
 Content wise, it is also difficult to separate the two fields. 
Topics and concept such as interdependence, cultural diversity, and 
impact of foreign religion with obvious implications for multicultural 
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education are clearly listed in Nigerian primary school social studies.  
Also themes like culture and identity, Nigeria cultural patterns and 
there historical origins, common heritage and national symbols, the 
origin of man, and the world and its people which appear in the J.S.S. 
Social studies curriculum have wide application in multicultural 
education (Ogunyemi 2006). 
 Social studies methodology also enhances knowledge 
construction process similar to those encouraged in multicultural 
education. For instance, Ogunyemi (2006) quoting Ramsey (1992) 
observed that social studies curriculum is traditionally organized 
around the structure of expanding environment. She noted that the 
rationale for this organization model is developmental: that children 
must easily understand information that is concrete and immediate and 
that it is only when they get older that they are able to comprehend 
facet of the world that they have not directly experienced. Knowledge 
construction about cultural prejudices, as noted earlier through Galtung 
(2003), begins at home with the onset of early socailisation including 
language acquisition. The expanding nature of curriculum organization 
in social studies therefore serves a useful purpose in multicultural 
education. For instance, it is by coming to terms with their own cultural 
values that students in social studies can appreciate the cultural values 
of other people and thus begin to deconstruct their prejudices and 
stereotypes they have always hold against them (Ogunyemi 2006). 
 Ogunyemi (2006) submitted that social studies and 
multicultural education are value laden and culturally inclined; this 
makes the two disciplines to have content and concept in common. 
Matters of prejudices and cultural biases are not to be taught directly 
either in social studies classes or multicultural learning situations. Thus, 
the emphasis placed on equity pedagogy in multicultural education 
would give social studies educators to do what their areas had always 
required of them. It is obvious that social studies education does not 
encourage the use of traditional teaching methods such as lecture and 
drilling. Rather, the field supports the use of innovative and exponential 
techniques like cooperative learning, project, values clarification and 
inquiring. 
 A competent Nigeria social studies teacher should be 
favourably expose to teach multicultural education without any doubt. 
In the first place, multicultural education themes are largely embedded 
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in social studies programme. Secondly, a well-trained social studies 
teacher is supposed to rise above the pettiness which characterises 
ethnics or racial prejudices and stereotypes. Lastly, to paraphrase, 
Ogunyemi (2006) quoting, Ehman, Mehlinger and Patrick (1974), social 
studies classrooms  are placed in which students and teachers should 
be able to re-examine and perhaps change ungrounded beliefs and 
values; otherwise, what goes on in the classrooms seems to be of no 
value. 
 
Multicultural Perspectives and Societal Change in Nigeria 
Multicultural education is a school reform movement that arose out of 
civil rights movement of 1960s and 1970s (Banks and Banks 1995). 
Hence, it is acknowledged that schools are essential to laying the 
foundation for the transformation of society and elimination of 
oppression and injustice. So, hetero genous grouping and grouping with 
different ethnicities together is an excellent way for students to feel 
more comfortable around each other. This will enable students learn 
more about a person and understand that they maybe different but are 
still just like them. 
 It is extremely important that teacher learn how to recognize,  
honour and incorporate the personal abilities of students into their 
teaching strategies (Goski 2000), some students are better auditory 
learners and some learn better with the use of visual aids hence must 
decorate classroom with prints, and visual labels in each of the 
languages spoken in the classroom (Drew, 2009). Concepts taught 
should be explored through art, play, music and drawing because 
creativity in learning is key. 
 For instance, a child who is born in a particular environment 
would definitely familiarise him or herself with their native language, 
cultural beliefs, ways of dressing, eating and speaking and possesses 
many other different cultural aspect, so, teachers must support the 
Child’s use of home language and integrate the language into 
classroom activities. The traditions of each child should be learnt e.g. 
holidays celebration, birthdays, favourite food, family traditions, how 
are they parented? Children should be encouraged to ask questions 
because it will help them to understand more about others from 
different backgrounds. 
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 The appropriate use of textbooks and other instructional 
materials is extremely important in providing multicultural education 
according to Sadker and Sadker (1978) teachers need to recognize 
subtle as well as blantant forms of bias such as invisibility, stereotyping, 
selectivity and imbalance, unreality, fragmentations and isolation. 
 Another critical ingredient for a teacher’s success in 
implementing a culturally diverse classroom management skills.                   
A multiculturally informed and sensitive teacher needs to help students 
view film as well as other media production from diverse cultural, 
ethnic and gender perspectives. 
 Multicultural education is a process of comprehensive school 
reform and basic education for all students. It challenges and rejects 
racism and other forms of discrimination in schools and society and 
accepts and affirms the pluralism (ethnic, racial, linguistic, religious, 
economic and gender, among others) that students, their communities 
and teachers represent.  
 Multicultural education permeates the curriculum and 
instructional strategies used in schools as well as the interactions 
among teachers, students and parents and way that schools 
conceptionalize the nature of teaching and learning. 
 
Conclusion 
Cultural pluralism is inevitable in any society. While efforts are ongoing 
across the globe to respond to this challenge, progression from pluralist 
conflicts to multiculturalism and inter-culturalism still appears  to be in 
its infancy in many parts of the world include Europe and America. 
Evidence of ethnic and racial biases and prejudices abound. Thus, 
multiculturalism and inter-culturalism are embraced by citizens from 
both advanced industrial and less industrial societies as people of 
divergent cultures need themselves in their strive for development and 
as co-inhabitants of the planet-earth. The paper also discusses the use 
of education to promote healthy intercultural values. 
 The paper equally buttresses on understanding multiple 
historical perspective; developing racism, sexism and all forms of 
prejudice and discrimination; raising awareness of the state of the 
planet and global dynamics, and developing social action skills. 
 It was concluded through an examination of the implications of 
some dimensions of the multicultural education as suggested by Bank 
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(2008) for social studies education. These are content integration, the 
knowledge construction process, prejudice reduction, an equity 
pedagogy, and an empowering school culture and social structure. 
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