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Introduction 
African continent is endowed with abundant natural resources. Each 
country in the continent has one kind of agricultural products or the 
other. Also, 48 out of 53 African countries have mineral resources 
(Table of Africa’s Natural Resources, 2010).  In fact, some of the nations 
are so naturally endowed that they are capable of assisting the less 
privileged ones. 

However, African nations are yet to develop their potentials to 
full capacity. They entered the 21st century as third world countries and 
at present, none of them is capable of being referred to as advanced 
countries. Colonialism, neo-colonialism, apartheid, internal crises, 
external aggression and series of natural disaster which occurred in 
different parts of Africa at different times in the past, and in some cases 
up till the present, could have led to different dimensions of insecurity 
across Africa. Incidentally, development of human and material 
resources which are essential for national development cannot be 
achieved without security of lives and properties.  

Conceptually, human security could be viewed as the extent of 
safety or protection a person has at any given time or circumstance. It 
is very vital to human existence and without it, an individual would be 
incapacitated to develop his environment. Education comes into focus 
because it provides knowledge and skills which people require for the 
development of their society. In Nigeria, it is regarded as an instrument 
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for national development (Federal Republic of Nigeria, 2004). It plays a 
similar role in other African countries. Thus, it is capable of empowering 
people towards providing solution to problems in their environment. 
Human security poses a challenge to African nations and could be 
handled by human beings when there is a proper orientation through 
education. It is believed that when human resources are well 
developed, their capabilities to address any emerging problem and 
pave way for meaningful development would be enhanced. Therefore, 
influence of education on human security and the roles which 
administrators of educational institutions can play to ensure that 
education responds to this aspect of human problem is examined in 
this paper. Specifically, education and developmental efforts in Africa, 
dimensions of human security and characteristics of an education 
system which could promote human security, are discussed. 
   
Education and Development Programmes in Africa   
African countries’ attainment of independence from colonial masters 
signified economic and political emancipation, self-reliance and era of 
sustainable development. As independent nations, the governments 
and people are in position to identify, control and utilize their 
resources. The countries also belong to international organizations such 
as United Nations (UN) and African Union (AU). These organizations 
have introduced measures, which are capable of assisting African 
countries in their development programmes. For instance, the United 
Nations, at a meeting held by world leaders in the year 2000 at New 
York, spelt out the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). All UN 
countries in the world were expected to strive towards achieving the 
goals by the year 2020. African countries took part in the decisions that 
gave birth to the MDGs. The Goals, as enunciated by Obanya (2007), 
are to: 

 Eradicate poverty and hunger  

 Achieve universal primary education  

 Promote gender equity and empower women  

 Reduce child mortality  

 Improve maternal health  

 Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases  

 Ensure environmental sustainability, and  

 Develop global partnerships for development.  
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These goals are pursued vigorously by governments of African 
countries. In Nigeria, for example, part of implementation strategies of 
MDGs is the introduction of National Economic Empowerment and 
Development Strategy (NEEDS) by the Federal Government. In the 
implementation of NEEDS, the vision is to build  

A truly great African democratic country, politically united, 
integrated and stable, economically prosperous, socially 
organized, with equal opportunity for all, and responsibility 
from all, to become a catalyst of (African) Renaissance, and 
making adequate all-embracing contributions, sub 
regionally, regionally and globally.(National Planning 
Commission, 2004 p.8). 

 
In order to actualize this vision, the Government intends to pay 
attention to all aspects of the nation’s economic and socio-political 
activities. NEEDS is a localized version of MDGs which revolves around 
good governance, poverty alleviation, wealth creation, value 
reorientation and elimination of corruption (Ejiogu, 2008).   The Federal 
Government has also directed that state governments should introduce 
and implement ‘State Economic Empowerment and Development 
Strategy’ (SEEDS) in the 36 states of the federation while local 
governments are to introduce and implement ‘Local Economic 
Empowerment and Development Strategy’ (LEEDS) in the 774 Local 
Government Areas of Nigeria. 

The success of these developmental programmes would be 
influenced by types and levels of education acquired in Nigeria and 
other African nations. For example, education is capable of contributing 
to the attainment of each of the MDGs. This is shown in Table 1. 
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Table 1. Education Sector’s Potential Contributions to Attainment of 
Millennium Development Goals 
S/N Goals Estimated  

Education Sector’s 
Contribution (%) 

Estimated 
Other 
Sector’s 
Contribution 
(%) 

1                              2  3   4 

1. Eradicate poverty and hunger 50 50 
2. Achieve universal primary education 75 25 
3. Promote gender equity and 

empower women 
50 50 

4. Reduce child mortality 35 65 
5. Improve maternal health 35 65 
6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other 

diseases 
50 50 

7. Ensure environmental sustainability  40 60 
8. Develop global partnerships for 

development  
20 80 

   Source: Adapted from Obanya, Pai (2007). Thinking and Talking 
Education. (pp.29 & 30). Ibadan: Evans Brothers (Nigeria Publishers) 
Limited.  

 
Table 1 shows that education could influence the attainment of 

each of the eight MDGs. In the Table, column 3 shows the potential 
contribution of education sector to each of the MDGs. Column 4 shows 
the potential contribution of other sectors (politics, economy, health 
and social) to the achievement of MDGs. It is important to note that 
besides specific contributions of education to MDGs as shown in 
column 3, other sectors’ contributions are impossible without 
education at the background. Therefore, African heads of states’ 
adoption of education as an instrument for development is a step in the 
right direction. 
  However, developmental objectives are yet to be fully realized 
as a result of series of crises which engulf African continent and pose 
threat to human security. In this situation, education could not fulfill its 
obligation adequately as an agent of transformation for the society.    
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Dimensions of Human Security  
Human security is basically the protection of people from natural and 
man-made hazards. It refers to safety of an individual, a nation and the 
entire universe from attack; danger, hunger, discrimination and any 
form of crises. A country may enjoy national and international security, 
but this does not mean that an individual is secure in the country. 
Insecurity may arise from natural disaster e.g. flood, fire, erosion, rain 
storm and earthquake. It could arise from internal crises or external 
aggression such as riots, wars and conflicts among tribal, religious and 
political groups. It could also arise from the end-result of the 
aforementioned causes in form of hunger, poverty and diseases. 

Human security is a matter of grave concern in African 
continent. The records of daily events of conflicts and wars have 
attracted the attention of not only the African leaders but other 
countries around the globe. Apart from the daily loss of lives and 
properties, the UN fortunes that would have been expended on 
meaningful development in Africa are channeled into the aftermath of 
human insecurity. This is evident from different humanitarian packages 
sent to Africa with the view to ameliorating the worsening state of 
human security and peace-keeping.  

Going by the records of human security especially in the recent 
past, Africa has experienced much conflict, turmoil and mayhem. 
During the last two decades of the 20th century, 28 Sub-Saharan 
countries engaged in violent conflict. In Rwanda, alone approximately 
800,000 people died as a result of genocide in 1994; and an estimated 
4.7 million died during the last decade of the 20th century in the war in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo ((United Nations Office of the Special 
Adviser on Africa (UNOSAA) 2005)). It is more pathetic that millions of 
non-combatants – women, children, the elderly, the disabled, and the 
poor, died due to other domestic conflicts, either directly or as a result 
of hunger, injuries and disease. 

The United Nations human security report (UNO, 2005) 
revealed that most of the world’s armed conflicts took place in Sub-
Saharan Africa. At the turn of 21st century, more people were killed in 
wars in the region than in the rest of the world combined. Most of the 
24 major armed conflicts recorded worldwide in 2001 were on the 
African continent, with 11 of those conflicts lasting eight years or more. 
The outbreak of war in some East and Central African countries 
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portends more devastation to human security. Basically, armed conflict 
has a strong negative correlation to human development; most of the 
countries with lowest human development are either in the throes of 
conflict or have just emerged from it. Even in the African countries 
where conflicts (internal or external) have ended, the deprivations that 
war engenders, such as hunger and malnutrition, unsafe water, lack of 
basic medical care, inadequate clothing and housing, continue to 
threaten human security. Thus, food, health, economy and gender 
constitute various dimensions of human security in Africa today. It is 
expedient to consider how each of them portends danger to 
sustainable development.  
 
Food Security 
Food security is essential for survival. The UNOSAA (2005) report shows 
that the prime cause of death in Africa is hunger. In fact, hunger kills 
more than AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria combined. One out of three 
people suffer from hunger and malnutrition in Africa, compared to one 
out of eight worldwide. In central Africa, between 1995 and 2005 the 
percentage of malnourished people rose from 53 % to 70 % while high 
death toll in Sudan, Somalia, Uganda and Democratic Republic of Congo 
was a result of malnutrition (UNO, 2005).  

It should however be noted that, food insufficiency, 
malnutrition and death from hunger do not occur only in war-ridden or 
conflict-ridden countries. Besides conflict, drought was the key cause of 
famine in the Horn of Africa in the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s. From the 
foregoing, it could be inferred that a combination of natural conditions, 
natural disasters and man-made complex emergencies are the main 
causes of food insecurity in Africa. 
 
 Health Security  
Health security is at the vital core of human security (Commission on 
Human Security, 2003). Good health is both an end in itself and a 
means to an end – it is an important indicator of development and a 
necessary predictor of growth.  

In 2000, the countries with the highest maternal mortality 
ratios (maternal deaths per 100,000 live births) were all in Africa (WHO, 
UNICEF & UNIFPA 2005). Among the causes of health insecurity in 
Africa, the HIV/AIDS pandemic merits special attention because Sub-
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Saharan Africa is home to more than 60 per cent of all people living 
with HIV. Attention to malaria and tuberculosis have been eclipsed by 
the HIV/AIDS pandemic, but they actually account for a large number of 
deaths in Africa. 

Several features hinder health security in Africa. In addition to 
poverty, other root causes include poor level of nutrition, low level of 
education, poor housing, unsafe water, lack of drainage system, and 
uncollected garbage, shortage of health personnel and poor 
distribution of well-trained health care providers throughout African 
region are also significant to health insecurity.  
 
Economic Security 
Economic security is also a vital component of human security. The 
present global economic recession has threatened the existence of 
many lives and corporations worldwide. Africa is experiencing the 
scourge of the global economic deficiency, not only in terms of 
sustainability of industries but the foreign supports have been notably 
affected. As a developing continent, many of its countries are facing 
difficult economic situation, even before the current meltdown. Africa 
is still serving unspecified term in economic slavery of the industrialized 
nations of the world. This has led many citizens to migrate to foreign 
countries in search of greener pastures. The effect translated to human 
degradation and neglect of meaningful development in Africa. For the 
host (industrialized) countries, the integration of immigrant 
communities, including actual employment and social services, is 
complicated. The economies of Europe, USA and elsewhere become 
attractive to the poverty ridden third world countries of Africa thereby 
drawing away the human resources, which would have turned around 
the economy. It is no longer a new thing to hear that many industries 
are closed down due to inability to sustain their existence. Most often, 
the exchange rate of currency is the sole obstacle to the survival of 
African economy. The year 2009 has witnessed an irregular exchange 
benchmark. This is a signal to further economic insecurity.  
 
Gender Security 
The term may sound silent among other components of human 
security, but it is as important as any other factor. The orientation of 
many Africans about gender equality is faulty. In most cultures, women 
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are considered less important than men. This reflects in the preference 
for male child. During wars, women and children are more often 
neglected because of their inability to join the combatant group. Armed 
conflict and its impact on women is a subject of great importance, 
especially in Africa. It is estimated that women and children comprise 
about 80% of refugees worldwide. They suffer and die in great number 
as a direct or indirect result of conflicts (Pilch, 2002). The widespread 
use of rape in the 1994 genocide in Rwanda and elsewhere led 
internationally to a legal re-conceptualization of sexual violence. As 
mothers, wives and care-givers, women face heart-wrenching situation 
with the disappearance of loved ones, and the attempt to hold families 
together despite all odds. A large number of Somali refuge women in 
Northern Kenya in 1993 suffered rape, and were knifed, robbed or shot 
dead when they left the camp vicinity to fetch firewood. These reports 
show how human security is fragile and nascent in Africa.  
 
Education and Promotion of Human Security 
African countries’ developmental efforts are likely to be successful if 
primary, secondary and tertiary education are made accessible, 
affordable, balance and employment-oriented. An education system, 
which possesses these qualities is likely to be able to address the 
problem of insecurity arising from people’s inability to get their needs 
satisfied.  

Access to education implies that admission into schools is open 
to all people and barriers such as culture, religion, politics and socio-
economic status, which could prevent school attendance, are removed. 
It provides opportunity for many people to acquire skills, knowledge 
and competencies, which could assist them to be self reliant, live well 
and contribute meaningfully to the development of the society.  Access 
to education, especially at primary and secondary levels, has been 
widened in African countries. Newman, Mehretu, Shillington and Stock 
(2009), stated that compulsory school attendance, starting from either 
6 or 7 years of age and lasting until ages 11 to 16, is now universal in 
Africa. They, however, observed that many African countries have 
literacy rates below 60%. This implies that many people are out of 
school in spite of compulsory school attendance. People whose mental 
capacities are not developed could find it difficult to secure job and 
they could pose threat to human security. 
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As a corollary, an education system, which would foster human 
security should be affordable for all people. This implies that financial 
barrier is removed completely and do not constitute obstacle to 
acquisition of knowledge and skills at all levels. Incidentally, education 
is yet to be affordable for many people in African countries. Even where 
there is free education, many children could not go to school at all, and 
many could not stay till graduation due to their poor economic 
background. Their parents regard them as important part of the family 
workforce. On the part of the governments, huge national debts, 
economic austerity measures to eliminate the debts and military 
expenditures have weakened their abilities to finance education 
(Newman, et al).  

Moreover, an education system that is balance in terms of 
curriculum content is capable of promoting human security. Balance 
education focuses on developing physical, social, mental, moral and 
other aspects of life of its recipient. It aims at making individuals not 
only to be self-reliant but also to be law-abiding and be able to relate 
well with others. In Nigeria for example, the curriculum for basic 
education, as contained in the National Policy on Education (Federal 
Republic of Nigeria, 2004) is a balance type. It consists of different 
experiences which an individual is likely to encounter in life. However, 
there is no continuity for this type of balance education at post-basic 
institutions (senior secondary school and technical colleges). In tertiary 
institutions, general studies curricula could offer a balance education. 
But, as they are at present, moral and spiritual aspects which could 
serve as control in individual’s professional and social lives are lacking. 
These inadequacies could have been the reason for involvement of 
many school graduates in crises.  

Another characteristic of education system that is capable of 
promoting human security is employment orientation. One of the 
objectives of education is production of manpower. Therefore, 
educational institutions at primary, secondary and tertiary levels are 
expected to operate the curricular, which are designed to cater for 
knowledge and skill development. Basic education provides foundation 
knowledge and skills, post-basic schools focus on middle level 
manpower, while high level manpower is produced at tertiary 
educational institutions. Babalola (2007) however, observed that 
teaching in the institutions is not in line with demands in the labour 
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markets, and that most of the graduates specialise in service sectors 
while demand for labour is higher in production and manufacturing 
sectors. He also observed that the graduates are not sufficiently 
exposed to practical experiences needed for effective job performance. 
These situations could constitute impediment to employment 
opportunities for graduates of the educational institutions. 
Consequently, the graduates would tend towards different forms of 
anti social behaviour and constitute a threat to human security. 
 
Roles of Institutional Administrators 
Administrators of primary, secondary and tertiary institutions have 
roles to play in actualization of the goals of education. Primary 
education is designed to provide basic tools for further education in all 
aspects of life, including preparation for trades and crafts of the society. 
Secondary education is geared towards raising a generation of people 
who can think for themselves, respect the views of others and respect 
the dignity of labour. Also, tertiary education focuses on developing 
proper values for survival of the individual and the society (Federal 
Republic of Nigeria, 2004). These goals could lead to acquisition of 
knowledge, skills and competencies, which would assist males and 
females to attain security in food supply, health and economic 
activities. Hence, they should be effectively implemented. 

Babalola(2008) opined that the major responsibilities of 
university administrators start at implementation stage. In the same 
vein, other institutional administrators are implementers of 
government policies. They are to ensure adequate staffing and proper 
control of their institutions. They should provide effective leadership 
and ensure appropriate feedback on all school programmes. Their roles 
also include provision of relevant and adequate human and material 
resources, efficient and effective utilization of the resources and proper 
maintenance of the resources. Regular communication with the 
government, community and other stake- holders in education is also 
important. The administrators should also supervise all aspects of 
education within his jurisdiction.  
   
Conclusion 
Development objectives have not been fully achieved in African 
countries. This is partly due to the fact that existing education system 
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could not guarantee food, health, economic and gender security among 
Africans. Attainment of human security could be positively influenced if 
there are continuous improvement in access, funding and curricula of 
educational institutions at all levels.  
 
Recommendations  
There is need to make education more accessible to young and adult 
Africans. Government’s policy on access should go beyond basic 
education and extend beyond a particular period of administration. The 
practice where a policy terminates with a change in political leadership 
does not allow for continuity. Moreover, education at all levels should 
be made accessible by increasing intakes into government institutions 
and provision of adequate educational facilities.  

Education should be made affordable for all people. At present, 
many Africans are so poor that they cannot afford the private cost of 
education. Hence, effective poverty alleviation strategies should be 
identified and implemented.  

Also, there should be adequate funding of education in African 
countries. The UNESCO suggested that a minimum of 26% annual 
expenditure of nations should be devoted to education. This should be 
heeded by African countries. 

There is need to review the content of courses offered at all 
levels of education in Africa to include issues in human security 
sustenance, moral development, entrepreneurship and understanding 
of African environment. Also, methods of teaching and learning should 
enable learners to practicalise knowledge and skills acquired in schools. 
This will enhance understanding, application and employability.  

Finally, financial and other resources should be judiciously 
utilized. This can be achieved when effective supervisory strategies are 
put in place.  
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