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Abstract 
The Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 as amended is 
quite explicit about guarantee and safeguard of human rights of 
citizens. These rights are universally recognised and accorded because 
they are inherent and inalienable. Corruption is the antithesis of human 
rights. Most Nigerians are under the weight of the endemic corruption 
that has plagued Nigeria and this corruption has been traced to 
activities of some public office-holders. Official corruption though 
introduced into Nigeria during the colonial era, military regimes took it 
to a deeper level that has threatened the foundations of development 
and progress. Despite the menace of corruption in Nigeria, it is feared 
that it has not been given a deadly blow in order to triumph over its evil. 
Lack of accountability and a worrying level of complacency have 
aggravated the pathetic condition of human rights in Nigeria. Where 
corruption is condoned, development and progress become a mirage. A 
country limited in progress is bound to suffer some setbacks. Naturally, 
absence of basic infrastructural facilities in any society hampers 
personal development. The ugly story of Nigeria has for decades been 
the evil of a vicious circle of poverty and abuse of human rights. The 
Nigerian government has at one time or the other put legal frameworks 
in place to check corrupt practices, yet corruption is thriving and abuse 
of human rights has become a daily occurrence. The centre piece of this 
paper is the restoration of human rights and the overthrow of 
corruption to make for development and progress. 
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Introduction  
By justice a king gives a country stability, but one who is greedy for 
bribes tears it.1Historically, where injustice dominates the 
administration of a state, instability thrives, corruption increases, 
leading to abuse of human rights. It is a truism that greed for bribes 
destroys a society and tramples human rights. It is therefore 
appropriate to note that the administration of a state should describe 
an equitable discharge of duty to all by public officials who are fit and 
responsible and thus can be held accountable for their action.2 Bearing 
in mind that corruption fetters human rights, public officials are 
expected to be even-handed; an obligation that should not be 
compromised as a breach of fiduciary duty is very grave.3 It could well 
be argued that safeguarding, promotion, protection and respect for 
human rights as well as the eradication of corruption fall under the core 
responsibilities of public officials and by extension the government. It is 
shocking therefore that some public officials are inclined to corrupt 
practices in every age and time. Where leaders trivialise issues of 
corruption, an impetus towards democracy and greater accountability 
is stymied and violation of human rights becomes ubiquitous.  
Corruption is one of the growing concerns around the globe and thus 
poses a threat to society. The canker of corruption in human affairs is a 
menace to life and human rights. It is a conduct destructive in every 
respect to the extent that if not arrested, moral decadence becomes 
acceptable as a way of life. Whereas, some societies have successfully 
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 Prov. 29:4. The Holy Bible, (NIV). 

2
 Emphasis mine. 

3
 It is quite in place to reiterate the place public officials occupy in the scheme 

of things. Legally speaking, public officials occupy a fiduciary position and 

thus owe the people an obligation not to misappropriate public fund or accept 

bride while discharging their duty. See section 15 (5) of the Constitution of the 

Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 (as amended) (CFRN), sections 311-315 

Penal Code, Cap P3 Volume 13, Laws of the Federation of Nigeria, 2010 (PC). 

It is submitted that when public officials engage in criminal activities as 

contained in the penal laws, the application of the law should be the only 

option. Sections 308, 309 PC. See also Olanrewaju v Afribank (Nig) Plc (2001) 

13 NWLR (Pt 731) 691. SC.  
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combated the menace of corruption through sanctions, the others have 
by their complacency and/or oppressive rule created an enabling 
environment for corruption to thrive.4  

Despondently, most scholars have observed that some 
Nigerians with a tendency towards corrupt practices have retained a 
latent capability to menace the human rights of the majority of the 
citizens. It is an absurdity that Nigerians have continued to 
discountenance the inherent dangers of corruption which has eroded 
the human rights of many citizens. Human endeavours need definite 
boundaries and consistency in the application of the law is most 
essential. Paradoxically, a major challenge is that some men who dare 
to be steadfast in integrity and credibility are held accountable for 
obstructing the free flow of corrupt activities whilst those who pervert 
the system are actually and constructively applauded.5 The view that 
corruption is evil in all its ramifications was given a pragmatic 
exposition by an erudite Justice of the Court of Appeal6 in the case of 
Akingbola v Chairman, EFCC7 thus:  

I think it would be apt for me to observe, at this point in time 
that corruption is the hydra headed monster that has for 
several decades bedevilled the corporate existence of this 
beloved country, Nigeria, in particular, and the entire Africa 
continent in general. The pandemic of corruption has 
undoubtedly shamed and diminished us all. As the root of all 
evils known to man, the pandemic of corruption has virtually 
brought the country to its knees. 

                                                 
4
 See the observation of Transparency International 2012. 

http://cpi.transparency.org/cpi2012/results/.  
5
 It is a truism that in Nigeria, morally upright people are subjected to all kinds 

of discrimination and have unnecessary delay imposed on them in the course of 

procurement of building plans, driver’s licences, international passports and 

securing a job in government ministries and departments, to mention but a few 

examples as opposed to those who receive immediate gratification reposed on 

offered bribes, with flagrant disregard to laid down rules and regulations. 

http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/senate-begins-probe-into-bribe-for-job-
scandal/136603   
6
 Per Saulawa JCA at 509-510. 

7
 (2012) 9 NWLR (Pt 1306) 475 at 509 -510. 

http://cpi.transparency.org/cpi2012/results/
http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/senate-begins-probe-into-bribe-for-job-scandal/136603
http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/senate-begins-probe-into-bribe-for-job-scandal/136603
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Indeed, it’s a truism, that corruption is antithetic to the well 
cherished democratic ideals and the rule of law. As recently 
lamented by the Hon Justice Kayode Eso, JSC emeritus- 
Again, let us pause. Is it not getting to a stage now that the 
present generation, that is, those who were, at the time of the 
prediction, of voting age, hardly know what democracy is, 
having regard to lack of transparency and corruption in 
practically every sector and wanton acceptance thereof, as a 
normal way of life? It has come to a stage in this country that 
every sector is presumed to be corrupt. The onus for the proof 
of transparency now lies on individuals. Thuggery is an 
accepted norm. Men in police uniform take bribes openly and 
with slinging guns in their hands, they have turned themselves 
in the highways to legalised armed robbers. Only recently, Jesse 
Jackson, from the United States of America said: 
For Africa to move forward, corruption must be seen as a crime 
against humanity as we are rich to be poor.8 

 
The above description of the ills of corruption brings to the fore the 
general consensus among scholars that corruption is an evil that should 
not be tolerated. Certainly, Nigerians are grieved over the level of 
corruption and the state of human rights. A major concern however, is 
that corrupt people feel no sense of obligation or accountability for the 
repercussions of their evil deeds.9 Notwithstanding what violators 
think, the good people of Nigerian take exception to obvious disrespect 
for human rights and demand accountability from all and sundry and in 
particular, public officials.   

Inarguably, among the most common human endeavours, 
human rights are sacrosanct and their boundaries should be cosseted. 
It is incomprehensible that those entrusted with the protection of 
these rights, are the same people ironically, who are responsible for 
human rights abuse. Corruption is responsible for this. By nature, 

                                                 
8
 See also, Judiciary and Election, presented at the Obafemi Awolowo Institute 

of Government and Public Policy, 2011.  
9
 The respect and honour accorded people who amass wealth from corruption 

coupled with their approved extravagant lifestyles are evidence of constructive 

acceptance. Hon Justice Kayode Eso, JSC emeritus, lamented the acceptance of 

such practices as the norms. Ibid. 



Mercy Emetejife Onoriode                                    35 

 
 

corruption tramples on the rights of others. The preoccupation of 
corrupt persons is the protection of their territory. Thus, to them, 
human rights exist for their benefit while the generality of the people, 
the very reason for their endeavours and sometimes the reason they 
are elected or appointed, is relegated to the background. The high cost 
of living and low standard of living in Nigeria are indices of the growth 
and complexity of corruption in the society. The long and constant 
concession to corrupt practices has misled many whose human rights 
are breached to accept corruption as a way of life.10  

It is somewhat irritating and worrisome to watch the tragedy of 
human rights abuses play out amidst corrupt practices. In one scene, it 
can be observed that the violators of human rights brainwash their 
victims to the point that such victims ignorantly aid them to achieve 
their evil objectives.11 In another scene, the better informed, who know 
the menace of such human rights abuses, engage in endless public 
debates of the abuses of their human rights, without taking further 
steps to redress them.12 And yet, in another scene, there are attempts 
to either protect the human rights or bring the culprits to book.13 These 

                                                 
10

 The views expressed by Hon Justice Saulawa in Akingbola v Chairman, 

EFCC (2012) 9 NWLR (Pt 1306) 475 at 509, are quite instructive for a nation. 
11

 As a result of poverty, ignorance and illiteracy, some Nigerians have run 

errands for pittance, ignorant of the fact that the corrupt public officials actually 

trample on their human rights. Again, because some people cannot obtain their 

basic necessities of life, they are brought prostrate with limitations to the point 

that they call dogs masters for the sake of crumbs. 
12

 See the view of Raymond A. Atuguba in Public Interest Litigation: A Critical 

Ingredient for Effective Human Rights Activism in Africa, WAPILC Quarterly, 

A Journal of the West Africa Public Interest Litigation Centre, (2009) Volume 

1, Number 1, 7, where he stated that there are thousands of human rights 

initiatives. A clear consequence of these initiatives however, is the publicity of 

the evil impacts of corruption on human rights and thus public awareness has 

increased substantially. But regrettably, despite the continuous crusades against 

human right abuses, corruption is thriving and the violation of human rights is 

escalating. 
13

 See the following persons indicted by the Economic and Financial Crimes 

Commission (EFCC) e.g. the former governor of Delta State, James Onanefe 

Ibori, former governor of Bayelsa State, Timipre Sylva, for huge amount of 

money laundering, former governor of Ogun State, Otunba Gbenga Daniel, 

former governor of Oyo State, Chief Adebayo Alao-Akala, former governor of 

Nasarawa State, Alhaji Aliyu Akwe Doma, and former governor of Gombe 
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scenarios present dehumanising evil curriculum for researchers. It is 
time they are eradicated in the order of slave trade. There is no better 
time to develop a positive attitude towards strengthening the 
protection of human rights. Further, there is the need to encourage the 
victims of human rights abuses to insist on preservation and protection 
of their human rights by taking decisive steps to restore same. This 
paper examines the faces of corruption and the devastating effects on 
human rights in the Nigerian society. It addresses the question of the 
possibility of any hope of protecting and according human rights as 
well as eradicating corruption. 
 
Corruption and Corrupt Practices14 
Clearly, a perusal of different authorities15 reveals that corruption is 
credited with dishonesty, depravity, perversion, an impairment of 
integrity and illegality of behaviour of persons in positions of authority 
in connection with money or power.16 The assertion is that corruption 

                                                                                                             
State, Muhammed Danjuma Goje. These four governors are alleged to have 

misappropriated or stolen 58 billion naira ($372 million), 25 billion naira ($160 

million), 18 billion naira ($115 million), and 12.8 billion naira ($82 million), 

respectively. Chairman, Nigeria Ports Authority, Olabode Goerge and five 

others, the former Minister of Works and Housing, Hassan Lawal, for 24 counts 

of fraudulently awarding contracts, money laundering, and embezzlement of 75 

billion naira ($480 million); Mr. Dimeji Bankole, former speaker of the House 

of Representatives, and Deputy Speaker Usman Nafada for alleged 

misappropriation of one billion naira ($6.4 million) and 40 billion naira ($256 

million) respectively. The list is inexhaustible. It is instructive to note that in 

spite of all these prosecutions, corruption is still entrenched in Nigeria.   
14

 See sections 89-105, Criminal Code, Cap C38, Volume 4, Laws of the 

Federation of Nigeria, 2010, (CC) expressly prohibits corruption and abuse of 

office. See also sections 115-122 of the PC.   
15

 See Black’s Law Dictionary, Eighth Edition, Collins Cobuild Advanced 

Dictionary of English, 2009. See also, Ojo v FRN (2008) 11 NWLR (Pt 1099) 

467. The United Nations Convention Against Corruption, 2004 (UNCAC) 

adopted the approach of defining acts and conducts constituting corruption. See 

Articles 15-24 UNCAC. 
16

 See Ojo v FRN (2008) 11 NWLR (Pt 1099) 467, where the Court of Appeal 

stated that the word “corrupt” in the contest of the case before it connotes the 

impairment of a public official’s duty by bribery and corruption and also an act 

of gross impropriety. This is one of the definitions of the Black’s Law 

Dictionary. 
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is evil typified and is the antithesis of progress in any society. The need 
to combat corruption has engendered topical issues in national and 
international discourse. Undoubtedly, corruption has encroached every 
segment of the Nigerian society to the point that the world has taken 
judicial notice of it and ranked Nigeria one of the most corrupt 
nations.17 To reiterate the point, very many Nigerians are subject to 
undignified treatment outside the country simply because of the 
world’s perception of Nigeria vis-à-vis corruption.18 Corruption has 
permeated the fabric of the society and destroyed the moral values 
Nigeria stands for. It is so common place that a company security guard 
will debar visitors from entry claiming unavailability of the host, except 
otherwise tipped. Corruption manifests in diverse ways and degrees. 
The degree of corruption encountered in the public and in the private 
sectors is quite worrisome. The Transparency International has opined 
the general concern of the effects of corruption globally as seriously 
destructive. In its report for the 2012 edition of Corruption Perception 
Index, it brilliantly observed thus:19 

Looking at the Corruption Perceptions Index 2012, it's clear that 
corruption is a major threat facing humanity. Corruption 
destroys lives and communities, and undermines countries and 
institutions. It generates popular anger that threatens to 
further destabilise societies and exacerbate violent conflicts. 

This paper focuses more on official corruption on the basis of the view 
of many scholars that official corruption facilitates private corruption as 
new officials seek to perfect the corruption of their predecessors. Little 

                                                 
17

 Nigeria ranks 139 out of a total of 176 countries in Transparency 
International, at par with Azerbaijan, Kenya, Nepal, and Pakistan. See 2012 
Corruption Perceptions Index: Transparency International. 
http://cpi.transparency.org/cpi2012/results/.  
18

 http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/tofa-corruption-in-nigeria-is-
frightening/147741/. Regrettably, Tofa observed that because the Nigerian 

government is not giving corruption the serious treatment it deserves; 

corruption is thriving in the land and consequently, the world tags Nigeria 

corrupt. 
19

 2012 Corruption Perceptions Index: Transparency International. 
http://cpi.transparency.org/cpi2012/results/.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transparency_International
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transparency_International
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Azerbaijan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenya
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nepal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan
../AppData/Local/Temp/2012%20Corruption%20Perceptions%20Index
../AppData/Local/Temp/2012%20Corruption%20Perceptions%20Index
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transparency_International
http://cpi.transparency.org/cpi2012/results/
http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/tofa-corruption-in-nigeria-is-frightening/147741/
http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/tofa-corruption-in-nigeria-is-frightening/147741/
../AppData/Local/Temp/2012%20Corruption%20Perceptions%20Index
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transparency_International
http://cpi.transparency.org/cpi2012/results/
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wonder that many public servants consider the looting of public funds 
as normal practice; consequently they eschew their primary 
responsibility to serve. Their official positions are instituted in the first 
place for stewardship and aspiration of the populace in order to 
procure a more meaningful life on their behalf. But, it is feared that 
their official positions are major concerns for human rights abuse.20 

There are supporting arguments to substantiate the claim of corruption 
as a menace to human rights. Human rights including right to life, right 
to liberty, right to dignity of life, right to a clean and healthy 
environment and all the basic rights of Nigerians21 have been greatly 
abused through corruption. Unfortunately, this continuous abuse has 
given cause to a major concern of dissatisfaction on daily activities of 
life which has characterised the lifestyles of most Nigerians. Pungently 
articulated, the abuse of the human rights of the citizens in Nigeria by 
corruption is both detrimental and injurious.  

There are diverse reasons why corrupt practices flourish in Nigeria. 
Among the enumerable causes, the following are worthy of mention. 
First, a somewhat flip view is the failure to restrain evil inclinations. 
Corruption is malignant and mean.22 When the evil of corruption reared 
its ugly head, many Nigerians were unsuspecting primarily because it 
was during the military era where the populace could hardly be heard. 
The act of corruption is evil and more often than not, corrupt persons 
devise evil means to cover up their evil.23 The resultant effects 
undermine human rights. Secondly, human nature dictates insatiable 
human wants and where restraint is not exercised, people may be given 

                                                 
20

 US Report: There’s Massive Corruption in Nigeria. 

http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/us-report-there-s-massive-corruption-in-
nigeria/145531/. 
21

 Chapter 4 CFRN has not only provided for these rights but has guaranteed 

them. 
22

 See Fola Author-Worrey, The Prosecutor in Public Prosecutions, (2000) 

Lagos State Ministry of Justice Law Review Series (Nigeria), 15. 
23

 A case where people can set a federal building on fire in order to cover a 

probe to unveil corruption is one of such evils. Leon Dash, Mysterious Fires 

Plague Nigerian Investigations, The Washington Post, February 27, 1983. 

http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/us-report-there-s-massive-corruption-in-nigeria/145531/
http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/us-report-there-s-massive-corruption-in-nigeria/145531/
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to all forms of illegal acquisition of wealth, possession and power.24 
Many Nigerians fail to exercise restraint and no longer consider hard 
work and honesty in their pursuit in life. Corruption and crookedness 
are most attractive to many who see illegal acquisition of wealth as 
glamorous.25 Thirdly, the value system is corroded in that the new 
generation considers moral values as obsolete.26 This category includes 
pathetic cases of how infectious corruption really is. In many federal 
tertiary institutions in Nigeria, innocent students are baptised with the 
evil of corruption during first year registration. Students who resist the 
violation of the moral grooming from their parents are faced with the 
challenge of spending more years as a result of carry over courses, 
whereas, their counterparts who succumbed to such demands, 
graduate within record time with little or no knowledge gained. Rather 
than impact knowledge, these corrupt lecturers impact negatively on 
students and school them in corruption. This is often carried over into 
the society to compound the violation of human rights. Fourthly, there 
are lack of enforcement mechanisms of existing anti-corruption laws,27 

                                                 
24

 David Pallister, Comment & Analysis: Pennies from heaven: Many of 

Nigeria's missing millions were laundered through greedy banks in London, 

The Guardian (London), September 7, 2000. 
2525

 The few forthright people who challenge these corrupt public officials are 

usually indicted falsely and have their jobs taken from them forcefully, 

whereas, these public officials are meant to protect the people. It is submitted 

that the right to work has been so trampled that in order to keep a job, one is 

compelled to dance to wicked dictates.   
26

 Some scholars have posited that greed and ostentatious lifestyle are potential 

root causes of corruption. See the Leadership Newspaper, Monday, June 29
, 

2009: 7. The current trend with the executives and legislators are clear cases of 

insatiable for wealth and position/power. 
27

 The CFRN, The Banks and other Financial Institutions Act 1991, The Failed 

Banks (Recovery of Debts) and Financial Malpractices in Banks Act 1994, The 

Money Laundering Act 1995, The Advance Fee Fraud and Other Fraud Related 

Offences Act 1995, The Independent Corrupt Practices and Other Related 

Offences Commission Act, 2000 (ICPC), The Economic and Financial Crimes 

Commission Act 2004, The Money Laundering (Prohibition) Act 2004 are legal 

frameworks put in place by the government to check corrupt practices besides 

non-governmental organisations which monitor corruption, such as Civil 

Society Legislative Advocacy Centre, Coalition against Corrupt Leaders, 

Committee for Defence of Human Rights, etc yet corruption still flourishes. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Root_cause
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thus fostering lack of the determination to confront corruption 
headlong. The list is by all means inexhaustible.  

The truth is that there has been convergence of negative attitude in 
some private quarters nurtured by misappropriation of public funds 
which has created many complex issues.28 Most certainly, this has a 
negative impact on national development and encouraged sustained 
human rights abuse. A suppressed demand for basic rights of the 
people oftentimes is occasioned by corruption which has hindered 
people’s progress. It could be safely argued that we fail to realise that 
sustained human rights abuse has given cause to social insecurity29 and 
caused retardation in personal development of the human resources 
with potentials to impart society. Evidently, corruption engenders 
chaos, frustration, disillusionment and lack of public trust. 

The abuse of office and official corruption constitute major challenges 
in the Nigerian society ever since the era of slave trade and colonialism. 
In investigating the activities of the slave masters and the colonial 
masters vis-à-vis corruption, many scholars have argued that the slave 
masters and the colonial masters imported and indoctrinated the 
natives.30 The post colonial era however witnessed a happy reversion in 

                                                 
28

 See the opinion of Nuhu Ribadu in Capital Loss and Corruption: The 

Example of Nigeria, Testimony Before The House Financial Services 

Committee, May 19 2009, when he stated that corruption in one place is 

connected to others, enabled by systems of weak regulation and poor oversight. 
29

 One of the manifestoes of the Boro Haram, a terrorist group currently 

ravaging lives and causing insecurity in the country is to eradicate elitist corrupt 

ridden approach to government. I wish to state categorically that I condemn in 

every respect the Boko Haram inhuman and anti-social approach and activities. 
30

 The view of an eyewitness during the slave trade is instructive here,  . . . 

During my stay on the coast of Africa, I was an eye-witness of the following 

transaction: a black trader invited a Negro, who resided a little way up the 

country, to come and see him. After the entertainment was over, the trader 

proposed to his guest, to treat him with a sight of one of the ships lying in the 

river. The unsuspicious countryman readily consented, and accompanied the 

trader in a canoe to the side of the ship, which he viewed with pleasure and 

astonishment. While he was thus employed, some black traders on board, who 

appeared to be in the secret, leaped into the canoe, seized the unfortunate man, 

and dragging him into the ship, immediately sold him. Slave Trade: the African 
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view of the Nigerian society being entrenched in moral rectitude. Only 
a negligible percentage of the great population dared to subsist 
corruption introduced into the system. Official corruption was 
proscribed and violators were prosecuted.31 This was the state until the 
advent of the juntas32 when corruption was institutionalised.33 A report 
on the public perceptions of the anti-corruption agencies articulated it 
succinctly thus:  

By 1993 when General Abacha seized control of the 
Nigerian State, corruption was already considered 
to be endemic, pervasive and systemic.34 

In Nigeria, the private sector is dependent on the public sector; 
consequently, there is a spillover of corruption on the private sector 
which provides breeding ground for corruption. 35  
Official corruption varies from embezzlement of public funds by public 
servants, misappropriation, bribery, kickbacks, gratifications, inflation 
of contracts, wilful disobedience to policy guidelines for procurement 

                                                                                                             
Connection, ca 1788 EyeWitness to History, www.eyewitnesstohistory.com 

(2007).  
31

 See Okonofua & Others v The State (1981) NSCC 233. Here the appellants 

were persecuted for conspiracy, and stealing, however, the facts of the case 

revealed that the police officers conspired through corrupt practice to spend the 

rations vote before it lapsed at the end of the 1974-1975 fiscal year. See also 

Nigerian Air Force v Shekete (2002) 18 NWLR (Pt 798) 129. 
32

 Femi Falana described one of the juntas as a corrupt military junta, Femi 

Falana, The Role of Public Interest Law in Advancing Goals of the Constitution: 

Key Gains, Challenges and Limitations of Nigerian Democracy (1999-2007), 

(2009) WAPILC Quarterly, A Journal of the West Africa Public Interest 

Litigation Centre, Volume 1, Number 1, 11. 
33

 See Report on the Public Perceptions of the Anti-Corruption Agencies, A 

Study conducted by Convention on Business Integrity (CBI), 8. The views 

posited are that: Until the return of democratic rule in 1999, Nigeria was 

something of a pariah in the comity of nations primarily due to the state of 

corruption and the appealing human rights record of successive military 

regimes. It came as no surprise that the Transparency International CPI 

suggested Nigeria to be the most corrupt country on earth during the Abacha 

years (1993-1998) 
34

 ibid: 8. It is instructive to note that Sani Abacha took over government after 

eight years of military regime of Ibrahim Badamosi Babangida.  
35

 See FRN v Olabode George & Ors, (2011) 10 NWLR (Pt 1252) 1. 
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and awards of contracts,36 diversion of funds, payment of salaries to 
ghost workers, defence of financial  budgets of false projects, execution 
of contracts by public officers using fictitious companies and over 
bloated contract costs, offer of employment reposed on sentiment and 
not merit, etc.37 In recent times, following the military regimes as 
stated earlier, official corruption became unprecedented. Nigeria is 
currently witnessing an alarming boom in official corruption such that 
one wonders if corruption is entrenched in the constitution. The tree of 
corruption is fruiting in and out of season in Nigeria. The tap roots are 
formidable and the teeth of a bulldozer may not be able to contend 
with its redoubtable state.38 

The cumulative effect of corruption has retrogressed national 
development beyond pre-colonial era. Lack of national development 
has denied the citizenry of the basic necessities of life. It is a truism that 
corruption is violating human rights of Nigerians. Previously where 
official corruption was policed and checked, it was observed that the 
provision of infrastructure and social amenities were prioritised by 
government. Currently, however infrastructural facilities are 
exorbitantly prioritised in principle but certainly not in practice while 
old projects are left to dilapidate. Again, a critical examination of how 
government currently works in Nigeria has disclosed that 
embezzlement, bribery, kickbacks and the like have led to 
abandonment of government projects geared towards national 
development and thus leading to a dysfunctional system in all spheres 
of life. In some cases, the monies disbursed to contractors are grossly 

                                                 
36

 Section 9 (1) of the Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offences Act, 2000 

prescribes conditions for public procurement. One very fertile ground for 

corruption is public procurement. See Corruption Prevention to Foster Small 

and Medium-sized Enterprise Development, providing anti-corruption 

assistance to small businesses in the developing world, UNIDO & UNODC, 

Vienna, 2007, Volume I: 21. 
37

 These are direct infraction on the provision of the Nigerian Constitution as 

contained in the Fifth Schedule, Part I, Code of Conduct for Public Officers, 

sections 1, 6 and 8. 
38

 These descriptions are geared towards challenging victims of human rights 

abuse to appreciate the evil of corruption so as not to trifle with it but rather 

treat it as inimical to peace and progress. 
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insufficient for the execution of awarded contracts.39 The supervisory 
authorities connive with corrupt contractors, consequently failing their 
responsibility to enforce completion of project compliance to standard 
or specification.40    

At this juncture, it seems quite appropriate to state that 
annually, the loss of income for the government is colossal in both the 
public and private sectors including the oil sector, the Nigerian Ports 
Authority,41 the Nigerian Custom Service, the Immigration Service, the 
Federal Inland Revenue, the Power Holding Company of Nigeria, etc. 
This has also occasioned human rights abuse as most Nigerians have 
continued to experience wave after wave of cruel inhuman 
treatment.42 The amount of money government would otherwise 
realise from these sources for productive national development are 
fraudulently diverted to private pockets. This has very negative impact 
on public funds meant for the benefit of all.43 A study of special interest 
here reveals a deliberate connivance between the public and the 
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 The contract sum is usually over bloated, however, when kickbacks are 

withdrawn, what eventually gets to the greedy contractors who also retain more 

than 70% for their profit is more or less insufficient for the execution of the 

contract. 
40

 The compromise of authorities who should enforce compliance to standard 

has led to collapse of many buildings in the country leading to the death of 

many people.  Daily Trust, Monday, July 15 2013: 31, reported that a three 

storey building collapsed in Kaduna, while, a building also collapsed in Lagos, 

on the same day. Substandard materials and compromise on the part of 

professional are possibly responsible for structurally defective buildings.   
41

 See FRN v Olabode George & Ors, (2011) 10 NWLR (Pt 1252) 1. 
42

 A typical example is the environmental pollution caused by the oil sector. 

Rather than ensure that the populace is provided with healthy and decent 

environment in which they live and carry out farming, a source of livelihood for 

most oil exploration sites, corruption has eroded the right to decent 

environment. See Odunlami v Nigerian Navy (2011) 6 NWLR (Pt 1244) 589 at 

616  where His Lordship, Justice Agbo, JCA, expressed with displeasure thus: 

the circumstances of the killing and the refusal of the Court Martial to convict 

him for murder seems to confirm the sneaky feeling one has that the country is 

turning into a soulless society. 
43

 The government is responsible for the provision of infrastructural facilities 

and the basic rights of the people, consequently, where these infrastructural 

facilities are lacking, it is correct to submit that the rights of the people are thus 

violated. See section 14 (2) (b) CFRN.  



44                                                           Corruption in Nigeria: Cruelty… 

private sectors to siphon public funds in order to cripple the 
government.  

Although the basic structure of the Nigerian government has 
remained similar with other jurisdictions, the application of policies and 
funds and thus her operational approach has changed significantly. It is 
a major challenge when public officials whose conducts are potentially 
damaging to the wellbeing of the masses is condoned.44 Common sense 
suggests that if this practice persists, it may utterly frustrate the liberty 
of many Nigerians. Where the people are denied their rights to the 
basic necessities of life, it leads to slavery45 universally denounced as 
evil. There is a perfect parallel between abolished slave trade and 
protracted corruption in Nigeria. It would be recalled that the slave 
masters with generous collaboration with the local chiefs and 
paramount rulers as well as the native slave traders exchanged vibrate 
youths for mundane things such as mirrors and alcoholic beverages. It 
is submitted that if slave trade was and is seen not only as a crime 
against humanity but as an anti social plague, so must corruption be 
seen also as canker destroying the human rights of innocent citizens 
and thus should be eradicated as a matter of urgency. The promotion 
and protection of human rights in Nigeria will continue to be a mirage 
until the supposed war against corruption is won. The more 
government introduces programmes to ensure good governance, the 
more corruption is experienced, for examples; government absolute 
control on deregulation and removal of oil subsidy, flood relief and 
rehabilitation, withdrawal of commercial buses, etc.46       
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 Michael M. Ogbeidi, in Political Leadership and Corruption in Nigeria Since 

1960: A Socio-economic Analysis. Journal of Nigeria Studies, 8, opined that it is 

unfortunate that the political class saddled with the responsibility of directing 

the affairs of the country is the primary culprit.  
45

 The slavery here is where government through acquiesce or weakness 

mortgages the fundamental rights of the people to corrupt people in the society. 

To amass wealth fraudulently, thereby transgressing the human rights of others 

can be termed slavery. 
46

 These are good programmes government intends to advance national 

development, however, the results has always been that the corrupt few thrive 

on them to the detriment of the people. 
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Corruption & Human Rights 
From a purely objective perspective, it can be stated that human rights 
are the basis and support for human existence.47 And it is against this 
background, that it is submitted that only persons of proven integrity 
with a passion for the protection of the sanctity and preservation of 
human lives and rights should be elected or appointed public officers. It 
is an incontestable fact that only those with genuine interest in the 
sanctity of life are qualified for overseeing human rights and life.48 
Crooked people are aggressively antagonistic to human rights; 
therefore government should veto their appointment so as not to 
circumvent human rights because circumvention strikes at the very 
foundation of a people’s life.49 In Nigeria, it is worrisome to observe 
that rather than have persons of integrity occupying public offices, 
majority of the public officials can be adjudged misfit for such 
enormous responsibility of selfless service to the masses. Most scholars 
attest the fact that many public officials have failed the test of integrity 
as a result of corruption and without any fear of contradiction; this is 
the view of many Nigerians. 

Everybody irrespective of colour or status aspires to basic 
rights.50 The importance of these rights has informed sacrosanct 
safeguards by municipal51 and international laws.52 The origin of human 
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 See the opinion expressed by Maiyati Chambers, Compendium of Human 

Rights Law, (2006) First Edition, Espee Printing & Advertising, Lagos, V, thus: 

As a matter of fact, these rights are inherent in our nature as human beings and 

without which we cannot function effectively. In Ramsome-Kuti & Ors v AG, 

Federation (1985) 6 SC 245 or (1985) 5 NWLR (Pt 10) 211 at 229, the 

Supreme Court held that human rights supersede the ordinary laws of the land 

and are antecedent to the political society itself which is a primary condition to 

a civilised society. See also article 1 UDHR. 
48

 The concept of the State imposes a number of imperatives primary among 

which is the nexus between public officials and development. In order to avoid 

poor construction of infrastructural facilities such as roads, bridges and 

buildings that have collapsed and claimed many lives, public officials should be 

forthright. Sections 14, 15 & 16 CFRN, are instructive. 
49

 See the Preamble to the UDHR.   
50

 See article 2 UDHR. 
51

 The Nigerian Constitution safeguards these fundamental human rights and 

many judicial authorities have also established the principles of human rights as 

entrenched in the Constitution since independence. Fundamental to this 

discourse is the CFRN. Femi Falana however, excellently observed that in spite 
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rights predates modern societies.53 Right to inviolability of life, right to 
a home, property and honour have always been guaranteed for 
centuries past.54  

In Abaribe v Abia State House of Assembly,55 for example, Pats-
Acholonu, JCA as he then was, observed that a Constitution is not a 
mere legal document but essentially a document relating to and 
regulating the affairs of the Nation State and stating the functions and 
powers of the different apparatus of the government as well as 
regulating the relationship between the citizen and the state. He 
further stated that a constitution also makes provisions for the rights of 
the citizen within the compass of the state.  

Intriguingly, the consensus in all the principles of law, 
legislations and judicial decisions, is the imperative of the protection of 
human rights, hence these human rights must not be detracted from. 
Sadly, every year, the gory details of human rights abuses have 
continued to trail the Nigerian society as a result of corruption. Where 
the findings of the conducts of the official affairs of the State and 
private businesses are shown to be perverse or patently sandwiched in 
corrupt practices, the incumbency is on government to intervene. This 
way, corrupt practices are checked and human rights protected.  Where 
however government fails to act, then the people must as a matter of 
necessity demand their rights. The Nigerian people must traverse the 

                                                                                                             
of all the coded Rights put in place before the Colonial era, the colonial masters 

omitted these rights in the various Constitutions of Nigeria before 

Independence. See Femi Falana,  Fundamental Rights Enforcement,  2004, First 

Edition, Legal Text Publishing Co Ltd, Lagos: 2. 
52

 See the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948  (UDHR) UN Doc 

A/811 and the African Charter on Human and People’s Rights 1981 (ACHPR), 

European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 

Freedom, 1950 (ECPHRFF), American Convention on Human Rights, 1969 

(ACHR) just to mention a few. 
53

 See Magna Carta of 15 June 1215. 
54

 There were the Bills of Rights Act, 1688, American Declaration of 

Independence, 1776, French Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the 

Citizen of 1789, American Bill of Rights of 1791, Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights, 1948, African Charter on Human and People’s Rights, 1981, 

etc. See also Pats-Acholonu, JSC, History of Human Rights, Jurisconsult, Vol. 

1, No 5, 3. 
55

 (2002) 14 NWLR (Pt 788) 466 at 486. 
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menace of corruption and act accordingly. It is submitted that from 
primordial time, people have always fought for their rights. This 
position has been brilliantly expressed in the Latin maxim thus: Equity 
does not aid the indolent but the vigilant.  

The recognition, protection and respect for human rights are 
worldwide and this is very apparent in some countries. Nigeria cannot 
be an exception. A plethora of laws in Nigeria open the windows of 
opportunities for redress of victims of human rights. The people whose 
human rights are violated must stand for their rights where 
government fails to protect them.56 The imbalance in the society is 
patronising and thus unacceptable.57 A great percentage of the 
challenges facing many Nigerians is the misappropriation of public 
funds. Corrupt officers must be held accountable for financial crimes, 
and penalised in proportion to the magnitude of the offence.58 The 
poor who live on the brink of society must awake to their 
responsibilities and insist on the protection of their fundamental 
human rights in addition to enforcement of sanctions against culprits. 
Perhaps, an examination of the state of two basic rights in the Nigerian 
Constitution may be illustrative of corruption vis-à-vis human rights 
violations in Nigeria. 
 
Right to Life 
It is important to note that the right to life has been most vulnerable to 
abuse. Cases ranging from crimes against humanity, armed suppression 
of opposition against government to poor living conditions with gross 
mortality implications have all affected the right to life globally. Going 
by the sacrosanct attribute of human rights generally, the question has 
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 See Governor, Ebonyi State v Isuama (2004) 6 NWLR (Pt 870) 511 at 536, 

where the Court of Appeal held thus: where a party conceives or becomes 

aware that there has been an infringement of the law which constitutes an 

infraction against his interest and right, I do not see why he should not avail 

himself of all remedies provided by the law … approach the court and 

assiduously with gusto and action stoutly persuade the court to grant him the 

remedy he seeks.  
57

 See section 14 and the preamble to the CFRN. 
58

 The Daily Trust of Monday, 15 July 2013: 8 reported that EFCC recovered 

N500 billion looted funds in the last 10 years. It is submitted that it is not 

enough to prosecute culprits of corruption but they should be made to make 

right whatever the money was budgeted for in the place. 
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been posed and given a brilliant answer that human rights should begin 
at birth.  
 One obvious finding from a general survey of human rights 
gives a picture of the imperativeness of the right to life; without life, 
there can be no right to anything. Therefore, a key argument in the 
violation of these rights in Nigeria is the right to life.59 Where there is a 
violation of right to life, there can be no life. Life is sacred, therefore its 
inviolability must be preserved.60 Everybody has a right to life; the 
precious gift of life transcends the bounds of human understanding and 
the law in every land gives legal backing to the preservation and 
sanctity of life.61 Persons disposed to corruption on the other hand, 
discountenance the sanctity of life. They seek not to preserve it but 
rather take life directly or otherwise. A survey of the conducts of some 
public officers62 and private individuals in Nigeria has revealed a society 
plagued with arbitrary disregard for right to life resulting from 
corruption. To reiterate the point, everyman has a right to life and no 
man is permitted to detract from it. Corrupt persons who tread the 
path of murder should be sanctioned and excommunicated from 
society. It is only in the kingdom of animals that the strong prey on the 
weak either to assuage its hunger or satisfy some weird pleasure. There 
is a marked distinction between human society and the animal 
kingdom. Consequently, it is submitted that persons who waste lives in 
order to attain social status are unfit to dwell among the civilised. 
Accordingly, the application of the law must be examined carefully to 
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 It is evident from the decision of the Supreme Court in Aliu Bello v Attorney 

General of Oyo State (1986) 12 SC 1, that the right to life is sacrosanct in all 

circumstances inclusive a convict awaiting an appeal.   
60

 Section 33 (1) CFRN provides that every person has a right to life and no one  

shall be deprived intentionally of his life, save in execution of the sentence of a 

court in respect of a criminal offence of which he has been found guilty in 

Nigeria. Article 3 UDHR, article 4 (1) ACHR, 1969, article 4, ACHPR, article 2 

ECPHRFF all prescribed parallel provisions. 
61

 In Nigeria, right to life is not absolute but qualified. Section 33 (1), Kalu v 

State (1998) 13 NWLR (Pt 583) 531. 
62

 NBS/EFCC Business Survey on Crime & Corruption and Awareness of 

EFCC in Nigeria, 2007 Summary Report, A Collaboration Between the 

National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) and EFCC with the support of the 

European Union and UNODC, 2009: 3. 
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check human excesses in compliance with international standard.63 It 
may be necessary perhaps to educate corrupt persons of the import of 
their dastardly acts. 

Specifically in Nigeria, the manufacture of fake drugs64 is 
imperative while discussing corruption in relationship to violation of 
right to life.65 It is unimaginable that a sane person would be driven by 
a villainous quest for acquisition of wealth to the point of taking the life 
of a patient by fake drugs.66 In the opinion of Dr Dora Okunyili, former 
Director General of the National Agency for Drug and Food 
Administration and Control (NAFDAC), the production of fake drugs is 
at the apex of terrorism against public health.67 The production and 
circulation of fake drugs in government and private hospitals, 
pharmacies and chemist shops is customary in Nigeria. In a BBC report 
of Dr Dora Okunyili of War Against Fake Drugs, she expressed with 
great displeasure thus:      

Nigeria's hospitals were using fake and contaminated drips, 
surgeons were using fake adrenalin to re-start the heart, 
anaesthetists were giving sub-strength muscle relaxant to 
patients in their operating theatres.68 
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 Article 3, UDHR, article 4 (1) ACHR, 1969, article 4, ACHPR, article 2 

ECPHRFF 
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  It is the concern for health and the need to put corrupt people in check that 

inspired the government to enact a law to regulate drug production. See Decree 

19 of 1993 as amended by Food, Drugs and Related Products (Registration) 

Decree No. 20 of 1999.  
65

 It is significant to note that the tenure of Dr Dora Okunyili erstwhile Director-

General of the National Agency for Food and Drug Administration and Control 

(2001-2008) recorded massive destruction of imported and locally 

manufactured fake drugs. On assumption of duty, she trawled through drugs 

markets, hospitals and clinics and was horrified at what she discovered. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/this_world/4656627.stm. 
66

 A survey by the World Health Organisation revealed that half the drugs on 

sale in Nigeria were fake or sub-standard. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/this_world/4656627.stm. There is 

daily news of fake drugs in Nigeria. Quite recently, Kano State and NADFAC 

destroyed drugs worth N600millon in Kano State. 

http://www.nafdac.gov.ng/index.php/the-news/170-nafdac-and-kano-state-
government-jointly-destroys-n600m-fake-drugs. 
67

 Ibid. 
68

 Ibid. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/this_world/4656627.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/this_world/4656627.stm
http://www.nafdac.gov.ng/index.php/the-news/170-nafdac-and-kano-state-government-jointly-destroys-n600m-fake-drugs
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This is a marked departure from compliance with set standards. The 
most touching aspect is that the majority of the victims of these 
dastardly acts are children whose lives are cut short at infancy, thus 
denying them right to life.69 It is logical to state that if given the right to 
live, some of the victims would otherwise have imparted Nigeria 
positively.  

Again, lack of provision of essential drugs necessary for 
reduction of infant mortality and eradication of killer diseases is a 
typical example of the breach of right to life through corrupt 
practices.70 Government annually budgets huge sum of money for the 
acquisition and distribution of essential drugs and basic immunisations 
for children to reduce infant mortality, however, it is sad to note that 
these drugs are scarcely made available to the indigents. Health 
workers claim that some immunisation drugs are out of stock whereas 
parents who can afford them procure same drugs easily in private 
hospitals. If the principles of equity prohibit a fiduciary from taking 
undue advantage of his position to make profit, shouldn’t public 
officials be held accountable for amassing ill-gotten wealth from public 
Trusts? Fears abound that if the situation on fake drugs is not 
addressed to give hope to the victims, more lives will be wasted. 
Recognising why drugs are manufactured is critical. To have a society 
where lives are preserved and the health of the people guaranteed, 
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 In Iwunze v FRN (2013) 1NWLR (Pt 1334) 119 at 172-173, Ogbuinya, JCA, 

by way of obiter stated that the sentence to five years imprisonment or the 

option of a fine of N500,000:00 (Five Hundred Thousand Naira) given to the 

defence was magnanimous, considering the fact that many innocent children are 

sent to their untimely graves at the same time inflicting tribulation on the 

bereaved parents as a result of fake drugs. Recently, the Federal High Court 

sitting at Lagos convicted the manufacturers of My Pikin Baby Teething 

Mixture which killed 84 children in 2008 to a trifling fourteen (14) years 

imprisonment. http://www.nafdac.gov.ng/index.php/41-news/press-
release/176-fake-drug-war-receives-a-boost-as-court-convicts-producers-of-
killer-syrup.   
70

 The National Programme on Immunisation Act, Cap N71, Volume 11 LFN 

2010 and the National Primary Health Care Development Agency Act, Cap 

N69, Volume 11 LFN 2010 are principal laws setting up primary institutions to 

ensure supply and equitable distribution of basic vaccines against tuberculosis, 

poliomyelitis, diphtheria, whooping cough, tetanus, neonatal tetanus, measles, 

etc but cases of diversion of drugs abound. 
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government must resolutely engage effective measures to combat 
corruption. 

Regrettably, the lack of provision of portable water and good 
roads has also robbed many of their right to life. Where people do not 
have access to portable water, water borne diseases such as cholera 
increase infant mortality.71 The lack of portable water is a major global 
concern. The United Nations in order to raise awareness of the 
importance of portable water on 28 July 2010 declared safe and clean 
drinking water and sanitation as a human right essential to the full 
enjoyment of life and all other rights.72 The right to acceptable, 
sufficient and safe water which should be both physically accessible 
and affordable should constitute priority to government especially in 
Nigeria. There are areas in Nigeria where cholera, diarrhoea and other 
water borne diseases are prevalent; government budgets sizeable 
amount annually to provide portable water, yet corruption has eroded 
the provision of portable water thus, violating the right to life leaving 
such communities in agony of watching death toll rise daily. Roads 
which are not tarred with big gullies are widespread on our highways 
and byways constituting dead traps and claiming lives on a daily basis.73 
Huge sum of money is also budgeted annually for road constructions 
and rehabilitation. Nonetheless, the roads are still in very deplorable 
state because the money budgeted is diverted to private pockets. The 
number of deaths caused by road accidents daily as a result of bad 
roads is alarming. Where sanctity of life is discountenanced, the 
argument that accountability is imperative in human affairs is trite. A 
fact gleaned from the opinion of many scholars74 who are at pains to 
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 The Channels Television reported that about 100,000 children die annually as 

a result of shortage of portable water. 24 June 2013. 

http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/06/24/residents-of-nigerias-federal-
capital-territory-struggle-for-clean-water/.  
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 Resolution A/RES/64/292. United Nations General Assembly, July 2010. 

http://www.un.org/waterforlifedecade/human_right_to_water.shtml  
73

 See section 15 (3) (a) CFRN. A breach of this section is a common 

occurrence contravening the Fundamental Objectives and Directive Principles 

of State Policy. 
74

 An extension of the right to life was lucidly expressed by Hon Justice Oputa 

C. A. JSC as he then was when he opined at a memorial lecture that most 

Nigerians are poor at one time or the other during their lives, but many 

Nigerians are poor all of their lives. Oputa, C. A., Rights in the Political and 

http://www.channelstv.com/home/2013/06/24/residents-of-nigerias-federal-capital-territory-struggle-for-clean-water/
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point out that when a person lives below the basic standard of living; 
such a person’s right to life has been trampled upon.75 
 
Right to Dignity of Person 
Perhaps, some people may erroneously think that the derivation of this 
right is only to safeguard persons who are alleged to have committed 
criminal offences. However, it is stating the obvious that its true 
application is respecting the sanctity of human life.76 The importance of 
this right is perhaps indistinguishable to the right to life because where 
a person’s life is ground down by lack of basic necessities of life; it is a 
contradiction of right to life. Accordingly, a deliberate violation of the 
dignity of a person has a detrimental impact on the essence of living. 
Corrupt activities daily crush the lives of many Nigerian citizens 
between the monsters of poverty and lack of provision of 
infrastructural facilities. Where, a person as a result of poverty 
struggles on a daily basis to make ends meet but realises that making 
ends meet is a mirage, it can be argued that it is a mental torture more 
lethal than physical torture.  

While acknowledging that inadequate power supply is a 
common phenomenon in Nigeria, the argument is that, subjecting the 
people to perpetual darkness is a violation of the right to dignity of a 
person.77 The effect is torturous, inhuman and degrading. Sound minds 

                                                                                                             
Legal Culture of Nigeria, Idigbe Memorial Lectures, 1989, Nigerian Law 

Publications Ltd, Lagos: 66-67. It is submitted that a person who lived all his 

life in poverty could not have had a right to life properly so called. 
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 The irregular application of the Land Use Act, Cap L5, Volume 8, LFN 2010 

by corrupt officers has robbed some people of their right to life. The degree of 

effrontery by some public officials who use their power to displace original 

land owners from choice locations sometimes result to untimely death of such 

victims. Despite the stipulations of section 1 of the Land Use Act which vests 

all land in the State on the governor to be held in trust and administered for the 

benefit of all, corrupt public officials have flagrantly frustrated the objectives of 

the law. 
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 Section 34 (1) CFRN stipulates that every person is entitled to respect for the 

dignity of his person, accordingly, no person shall be subject to torture or to 

inhuman or degrading treatment;  or held in slavery or servitude; or required to 

perform forced or compulsory labour. 
77

 There are daily reports on national newspapers blaming government for 

failure to provide uninterrupted power supply by the Power Holding Company 
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with potentials to impact positively on national and global development 
are underutilised and damaged.78 Every man has a right to equal 
opportunities. Regular electricity supply impacts positively on 
knowledge acquisition. It may be presumed that failure to provide 
uninterrupted power, as is done in other countries may be one of the 
causes of Nigerian declining educational system. Discriminatory supply 
of electricity to a privileged few, oftentimes the perpetuators of 
corruption is to say the least detrimental to national development. 
What is sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander. Paradoxically, the 
same people whose human rights are violated might just be those who 
can harness and explore the resources of the nation towards resolving 
the protracted problem of lack of electricity. Nothing good can possibly 
come from corrupt persons owing to their depravity. 

Another thing we can glean from the evil of corruption vis-à-vis 
violation of right to human dignity is imposed employment. 
Employment is given on the bases of sentiment. Parents occupying very 
key positions in public offices always fix their children in choice jobs in 
the country irrespective of qualifications, consequently denying 
qualified people from such employment.79 It is clear that many 
Nigerians find themselves in careers contrary to their chosen 
professions. Owing to the unavailability of suitable jobs, people are 
constrained to take up unsuitable jobs. Cases abound of qualified 
Engineers for example who do the job of a mason in order to make 
ends meet. In some cases, he might just be lucky to take up a job in the 
bank as a cashier. This is very undignifying for a professional who is 
poised to put his training into practice for maximum productivity. 
People are trained for specific jobs. Oftentimes, you find unqualified 

                                                                                                             
of Nigeria. http://www.vanguardngr.com/2009/07/phcn-blames-failure-on-
corruption/. 
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 Corruption has hampered the provision of electricity by the Power Holding 

Company of Nigeria. The public has had to either go without electricity or 

where some people can afford generators, are encumbered with the challenge of 

noise pollution. Report shows that Nigerians spend N25 billion on generators 

annually. This has a marked socio-economic impact on the society. This is a 

direct infringement of sections 1 and 7 of the National Electric Power Authority 

Act, Cap N33, Volume 10 LFN 2010. 
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 This runs contrary to section 112 of the CC which prohibits selling and 

trafficking in offices. Section 42 CFRN prohibits any form of discrimination. 

http://www.vanguardngr.com/2009/07/phcn-blames-failure-on-corruption/
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people occupying certain positions. Of course, such cases lead to 
woeful performance of duty and thus lack of productivity.   

It may be relatively straightforward to address this thorny issue 
of corruption impacting negatively on human rights by anti-corruption 
policies and agencies. However, can it be said that much has been 
achieved with these measures or is it true that corruption is 
insurmountable? The exponential violation of human rights through 
corruption has called for urgent intervention of government to assist 
victims in protecting their rights. One approach is to hold government 
accountable for lack of provision of basic infrastructural facilities. The 
implication is that once government is taken to task on a continuous 
basis, those directly responsible will be exposed and sanctioned.  It is 
the collective responsibility of the people to denounce corruption 
occasioning human rights abuse. 
 
Corruption & Good Governance  
The concept of good governance of a nation presumes a situation 
where the best policy for the purpose of established rule of equality is 
implemented for the benefit of all. According to section 14 (2) (b) of the 
1999 Constitution, the express provision of the law is that issues of 
welfare and security of Nigerians are government’s concern.80 Welfare 
and security are key to a robust life of an individual and by extension a 
nation.  People can only trust leaders with exemplary lifestyles. The 
current trend in Nigeria may be adjudged an abuse of power. Public 
officials use their offices to enrich themselves meanwhile, violating 
human rights. For this not to continue, there is a need to prioritise 
equality among citizens in governance. Under the Constitution, 
freedom from discrimination is a fundamental right of all.81 It is obvious 
that the effect of corrupt practices is eroding freedom from 
discrimination to the point that some executive and administrative 
actions of government are perceived as discriminative.82 Many 
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 The preamble to the CFRN is a significant development of the resolution of 

the good people of Nigeria to promote security and peaceful coexistence. Thus, 

it is stipulated that, We the People of the Federal Republic of Nigeria having 
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Nigerians yearn for a ruling on the question of whether the government 
is charged with the responsibility of the well being of the citizenry by 
ensuring equal rights for all or for the benefit of a privileged few. To 
achieve good governance, government has a duty not to renege on its 
obligation to achieve a corrupt free society where people will be 
accorded their God given and constitutional rights. A corrupt free 
society is possible. The urgent need for government therefore is to 
restructure both the legal and policy frameworks of the country so that 
any one citizen who acts to the detriment of the right of another should 
make prompt restitution. Monies recovered should be used for physical 
projects to be monitored by the members of the communities where 
rights are violated and at the same time brought to book. 

As already stated, good governance entails respect for the rule 
of law. It is clear that where there is deliberate disregard for the rule of 
law, government is nothing but a ritual. Whereas, the rule of law helps 
a country to stabilise and protect human rights, deliberate disrespect 
for it will retard a country thus leading to violation of human rights. 
Cases where the criminals mock the upright are indications of 
mushroomed decadence. It is pathetic to admit that the philosophical 
words of Peter Tosh are becoming the norm in Nigeria. In one of his 
popular songs, he questioned paradoxically that: ‘Everybody is crying 
crime, crime, but who are the criminals?’83 This is contradictory and 
confusing. Thus, it is inconceivable that the people appointed and 
elected to public offices have turned around to haunt the same people 
who gave them their mandate, yet they cry crime. Instead of the 
government’s programme for the populace to be whole, it is 
fragmented into different compartments of corruption. What is 
observed is a breach of trust. There is lack of patriotism and community 
support because of this breach of trust. No doubt, it is the responsibility 
of a government to ensure security and safeguard government 
property on behalf of the citizens, but public officials have truncated a 
realisation of these objectives. Good governance has become a mirage, 
with impunity to trample on the rights of the people. 
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 In his song: Equal Rights and Justice, his argument was that the people 

shouting crime are the very criminals. This runs contrary to the Latin maxim 

that states that: ‘He who must come to equity, must come with clean hands’. A 

person certified fit to serve the people cannot be impaired by corruption. 

Corrupt persons are both legally and equitably unfit to serve. 
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In determining how the rule of law fits within good governance, human 
rights of the citizens must be well recognised, protected and preserved 
by government. It is the aggregate or net result of good governance 
that constitutes the promotion and protection of human rights. To 
illustrate the point, the foundation for good governance is respect for 
the rule of law. Impartiality and enforcement of the rule of law provide 
for a trustworthy government. Therefore, the decision of government 
should tie in logically with the promotion and protection of human 
rights. No nation thrives on corruption and there can be no peace 
without functioning in accordance with the rule of law. Good 
governance involves a holistic approach of incorporating the people in 
the campaign against corruption and this should start from 
everywhere. 

Thus, in the words of Eleanor Roosevelt, campaign for human rights 
should start: 

In small places, close to home—so close and so small that they cannot 
be seen on any maps of the world. Yet they are the world of the 
individual person; the neighbourhood he lives in; the school or college 
he attends; the factory, farm or office where he works. Such are the 
places where every man, woman, and child seeks equal justice, equal 
opportunity, equal dignity without discrimination. Unless these rights 
have meaning there, they have little meaning anywhere. Without 
concerted citizen action to uphold them close to home, we shall look in 
vain for progress in the larger world.84 

Conclusion 
From the foregoing, the evil of corruption trampling on human rights is 
exposed. Clearly, it is articulated that corruption is responsible for 
nearly all the violations of human rights. The struggle for eradication of 
corruption and the enthronement of human rights must be sustained. 
Consequently, all stakeholders must step up action and deal a deadly 
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blow on corruption. Enough of the feeble approach to serious issues 
inclusive corrupt practices tailored to set the country a century back.85 
The struggle to combat corruption is the responsibility of all. There is a 
proposal to introduce a module into elementary and secondary schools 
curriculum to create quality awareness and to sensitize people of their 
rights and mode of redress if and when such rights are violated.86  
Central to this is the creation of the enabling environment to 
encourage, motivate and protect person inclined to fight for their 
rights. A major concern for some anti corruption individuals whose 
indignation against corruption is stifled by fear of losing their lives is 
lack of security. The law which is the only hope of the weak has not 
accomplished much in this regard. In order to realise the objectives of 
anti corruption measures, accountability must be emphasised and 
government should put in place certain structures to ensure that 
corruption is wiped out.87 All the regimes since independence have at 
one time or the other taken positive steps against corruption. It always 
started so promisingly at the initial stage but because of insincerity and 
a wrong value system with support and refuge provided for the menace 
of corruption; it soon re-grouped and re-launched successive attacks on 
the rule of law and human rights, even thriving more than ever before.  
It is quite the obvious to submit that the time has come where the 
victims of abuse should stand up for their rights.88 The equitable Latin 
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maxim states that ‘Equity does not aid the indolent but the vigilant’. 
There should however be government support to ensure that the spirit 
of the law which ensures that offenders be brought to book is kept 
alive.89 
This writer will like to suggest that the authority as a matter of urgency 
should set very effective machinery on motion in order to introduce 
sanity into the society as far as financial accountability is concerned. 
The Nigerian people crave for government to be closer to them. The 
values we hold dear as a nation are paramount to national 
development. The people of Nigeria desire and delight in selfless 
service, not lip service and compliance with the law and observance of 
the rule of law, not the multitude of ineffective statutes. Quite frankly, 
many public officials have violated the law and dealt treacherously with 
the people. Corruption is a breach of set international standard. 
The Court of Appeal in Izedonmwen v UBA Plc90 while imploring the 
public to develop a positive attitude towards public servants aptly 
remarked that it is expedient that public office-holders live above 
board. In the brilliant words of the court:  

Also, individuals who are entrusted with positions of authority 
to determine the fate of others should hold such office as a 
public trust with transparency in their actions as key in order to 
staff off the suspicions of members of the public concerning 
every step they take91. 

 
The violation of the human rights of citizens the government is 
established to oversee is an irony. Where rights are not safeguarded 
and continuously enforced, it can therefore be said that there is 
injustice. No government has the right to deny its citizens the right to 
the basic necessities of life, food and shelter. The National Anthem 
affirms our collective agreement to build a nation where peace and 
justice reign. The key argument here is that nation building 
encompasses fair and equitable distribution of the common resources 
among the citizens. Care must be taken therefore to ensure that 
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intelligent, hardworking, vibrant, pragmatic and energetic young men 
and women are not denied their right to work, and thus denied their 
contribution to nation building. To appoint individuals to sensitive and 
strategic positions on the basis of sentiment is unfair and unjust and 
does not go well with the country.  

In order to create a harmonious relationship between all 
citizens and to banish all feelings of deprivation, it is paramount that 
the notion that the society has degenerated beyond concern and 
questioning should be corrected. This will give the masses a beacon of 
light and will by extension reinforce their patriotism.92 There is an 
outcry against the violation of God given rights. Well meaning Nigerians 
ache for justice as far as the breach of their human rights is concerned. 
Anything short of this raises the presumption that the law aids the 
corrupt, killing the aspiration of the common man to find solace in the 
law. Punishment is the framework for responsibility basically in the 
criminal justice system. The law needs to be implemented to give hope 
to the masses particularly where human rights are at stake. This is 
entirely apart from the notion that the law sanctions wrong doing and 
remedies any breach occasioned by outright violation of the rights of 
the masses. The law therefore must guarantee the preservation of the 
rights of the masses. Consequently, there is an urgent need to strip 
alleged offenders of their evil gains to serve as a deterrent. There must 
be an equitable reconciliation between the need to serve the masses 
and selfish ambition of public office holders, politicians and those who 
hold public assets in trust for the masses. Committee of persons with 
irreproachable character, determinedly committed to justice for the 
people should be put in place to police government projects, in 
addition to CCTV secretly planted to monitor how government works.   
It is hoped that the views expressed have been able to present a 
convincing argument as to the necessity of national reordering things to 
conform to the international standard. The government is duty-bound 
to address the lack of social amenities and security to enhance a society 
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devoid of exploitation and abuse. Candidates of imprisonment should 
not be allowed to walk as free men and to oppress the common man 
with the common wealth. It is quite unfortunate that prison candidates 
are the same free men feeding fat on government and enjoying 
government patronage. 

Human rights are yawning for expression. Perhaps, the words 
of Ike Okonta are instructive in the Nigerian situation of corruption and 
human rights abuse though the original intention was for the abuse of 
human rights in a section of the country. According to Ike Okonta: 

The present crisis in the Niger Delta can be better understood as 
a long-drawn out historical process, itself propelled and 
animated by complex international economic and political 
forces and which the local inhabitants have been trying to 
comprehend, resist or turn to their own advantage these past 
one hundred years with varying degrees of success and failure. 
In other words, it is a story of power and resistance to it; of 
alien and imposed authority and attempts to indigenize it and 
make it accountable to the people it purports to rule; an epic 
tale of ordinary men and women battling against vastly more 
superior forces threatening to take the bread from their mouth 
and destroy their way of life into the bargain.93 
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